Web Site Design Tutorial

Below are the instructions you developed to help you create a banner image in Photoshop and an HTML page/layout for the banner in Dreamweaver.

The steps were written as an application of the concepts you learned in our text about writing instructions.  These instructions below are intended to clarify instructions for the Web Site Design Tutorial by Jennifer at the following website:

http://photoshopsupport.com/tutorials/jennifer/web-template.html
The steps of the tutorial include:

FIND A GRAPHIC

DEVELOP A COLOR SCHEME

FIND A FONT

CREATE YOUR BANNER



A. FIND A GRAPHIC

First, you need to find a graphic you want to use as part of your banner.

1. Open an internet browser, Firefox for example.  

2. Go to freefoto by typing www.freefoto.com into the address bar. 

3. Type in desired object in the search box.  A number of images that fit your criteria will appear.  

4. Select desired photo by clicking it.

5. Click on the image you wish to select and drag the image onto the desktop.  

(Don’t forget to cite your use of the image on your final website (A credit to (c) Ian Britton - FreeFoto.com is required.  More details here: http://www.freefoto.com/browse.jsp?id=99-5-0))



B. DEVELOP A COLOR SCHEME

Next, you will need to develop a color scheme for your banner.  (This color scheme will also be the color scheme of your website.)

It is important to choose a color scheme for your banner because this gives your document contrast, weight, appeal, and character.  Color can provide character to a website by providing mood and emotion that ties in to a readers personality.  Different colors provide weight because our eyes are attracted to warm colors therefore it takes very little to create contrast.  Cool colors recede from our eyes.  Cooler colors create more contrast (Non-Designers).  Colors appeal to our senses.  

Sight: Different colors create emotions within people.  When people see blue it is inspirational and peaceful.  Green should be used if harmony, balance and wholeness want to be present (massagemag.com)

Sound: Certain colors can tie in to our senses.  For example when one sees blue they may think of a waterfall. 

Taste:  Red and yellow appeal to taste.  For example McDonalds, Hardees, and KFC.

1. Consider the colors that are used in the image that you selected in the above step.  

2. Decide on what 3 colors you would like to use.  These can be 3 different colors from your image, or they can be different hues of the same color.

Find Your First Color

3. Open Photoshop

4. Select File > Open and find the graphic you saved above.

5. Select Open.

6. Select the eyedropper tool from the toolbox. 

7. Sample a color by clicking on it in your graphic.  

(This will change the foreground color square in your toolbox.)

To use this as your first color, follow the instructions below to get the HTML color information:

1. Click on your new color in the foreground color box

2. In the Color Picker dialog box that opens, find the HTML color.  

It is the combination of letters and numbers next to the pound sign (e.g. #8b5fac)


3.  Write this code down on a piece of paper.

Find Your Second Color

Option #1: If you would like to choose a different color completely, then repeat the “Find Your First Color” steps above and note your second color code.  

Option #2: To find your next color that is a different opacity of your first color, complete the following steps. 

1. Double click on the word Background in the Layers Pallet.

2. Click OK in the dialog box that pops open.

3. Locate the opacity slider on the Layers Pallet.

4. Click the right arrow

5. In the slider that opens, lower the opacity, which will create a nice variation for your color.

Now you have a darker and a lighter color.  

Find Your Third Color

Option #1: If you would like to choose a different color completely, then repeat the “Find Your First Color” steps above and note your third color code.  

Option #2: To find your next color that is a different opacity of your second color, repeat the “Find Your Second Color” instructions above and choose another opacity.



C. FIND A FONT

No group worked on this step.  Here are Jennifer’s original instructions:

Choose A Font

I went through my fonts and settled on Onyx regular. When you find a font that works for you, try playing with the tracking, the leading, and the scale — or a combination. It makes it more personal and unique when you include some tweaks.

To select a font in Photoshop go Window> Character. In the palette you'll see a list of your installed fonts. To tweak the settings you'll need to bring up the Paragraph palette. You can do this by going Window> Paragraph.



D. CREATE YOUR BANNER

You need separate layers to hold the different elements of your image.  For example, you need a layer with your background color.  You need a layer with  your original image.  You need a layer for your text. 

Remember: The layer that is highlighted in the layer pallet is the layer you’re working in.

1. Create a new Photoshop document

1) Open Adobe Photoshop

2) Select File on the menu bar.

3) Select New. 

4) Set the width to 600 pixels, set height to 300 pixels.  

5) Click OK.

2. Make a layer for each of your elements 

(repeat steps below as many times as necessary).

How to create new layers and name those new layers:

1. Select Layer > New > Layer

2. Type a Name for your layer in the Name box.

3. Click OK

3. Copy your graphic you selected originally into your Graphic Layer so that you can transform it to the size you want.

How to transform a graphic:


1. Make sure you have the graphic layer selected in the layer pallet

2. Choose Select > All to select your graphic


2. Select Edit > Transform > Scale


5. Drag a corner handle to maximize or minimize your graphic. 


    If you hold the shift key down as you click and drag, 

    you will maintain the proportions of your image and

    it will not skew.

4. Add your background color to the Background layer.

The background layer should be at the bottom of your layers in order to be at the back of your image.

How to fill your background layer with color

1. Select the “Edit” menu and click “Fill”.

A dialog box will appear. (A shortcut for this box is to hold down the shift key and press F5.

1. Select “Use: Color” found in the scroll down menu of the “Contents” section of the dialog box.

The “Color Picker” box appears.

3. Enter the color number you previously chose in the box with the “#” in front of it.

4. This can be found at the end of the first column in the “Color Picker” box.

5. Click “OK” to close the “Color Picker” box.

6. Click “OK” to close the “Fill” dialog box.

You should now have your selected color filling the background area.

Note, you can also choose the Foreground or Background color instead of Use: Color if you have the appropriate color already selected in your pallet.

5. Add any text you want to the image.

6. Save your photoshop files

7. Export your graphic for the web.

Finally, you need a table to hold the graphic when you’re done with it.

Five Row Table

These are short and precise instructions on how to create a table in Dreamweaver.  This table will contain text links, photos, and a banner. This table will have five rows and one column. 

· Click insert on the top menu bar

· In the row box, type 5 

· [image: image1.wmf]In the column box, type 1 

· Click ok

· Click on the top row of the table

· Click insert on the top menu bar

· Click on image

· Choose an image and click ok

· Click on the second row 

· Add desired text and photos

· Leave row 3 blank

· Click on row 4

· Click insert

· Click hyperlink

· Type text you want in text box

· Type the link of the site in the link box

· Continue until all your hyperlinks are done

· Click ok

· Add desired copyright

· Leave row 5 blank

EXAMPLE:

	Banner here

	Text and images here

	1st separator

	Insert text links and copyright notice here

	2nd separator


(If you used freefoto to find an image, don’t forget to cite your use of it on your final website (A credit to (c) Ian Britton - FreeFoto.com is required.  More details here: http://www.freefoto.com/browse.jsp?id=99-5-0))
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